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 Grassland on poorly drained soils

 Wetter miombo woodland

 Drier miombo woodland

 Zambezian mopane

 Mopane woodland and scub woodland

 Dry cryptosepalum

 Salt marsh

 Dry acacia
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bronze sunbird, Bertram’s weaver, swee waxbill, cape 
canary, citril and streaky seedeater. Wailing cisticola and 
yellow-tufted malachite sunbird are characteristic of the 
grassland, and in the rocky areas, are species such as 
common kestrel, red-rumped swallow, mottled and  
African black swifts. Zambezian endemics include red-
capped crombec, miombo double-collared sunbird, black-
eared seedeater, miombo grey and rufous-bellied tits. 

 Luambe National Park
+200 species

The landscape ranges over riverine forest, cathedral 
mopane woodland, acacia thickets to grassy floodplains 
dotted with sausage trees. Keen birders can enjoy  
excellent birding with rarities such as the African  
skimmer, racket-tailed roller, Pel´s fishing owl, white-
backed night-heron, African pitta and Lillian´s lovebirds. 
Large colonies of southern carmine bee-eaters nest in the 
river banks in September and October. Other regularly 
seen species include: martial, tawny, and African fish 
eagles as well as a variety of water birds including herons, 
ducks, and geese.

citril and streaky seedeaters, and slender-billed and 
chesnut-winged starling. The brown parisoma is found 
almost exclusively in dense canopies of Vachellia (Acacia)  
abyssinica trees. Often associated with proteas and other 
small flowering shrubs are yellow-tufted malachite,  
scarlet-tufted and greater double-collared sunbirds. Birds 
characteristic of the grasslands include pallid and  
Montagu’s harriers, red-winged francolin, common quail, 
red-tailed flufftail, wattled crane, Denham’s bustard, grass 
owl, blue swallow, wing-snapping, wailing and churring 
cisticolas and mountain marsh widowbird. The rocky 
western escarpment supports a number of other species 
such as augur buzzard, red-rumped swallow, mottled and 
African black swifts. Four birds in the Park are not found 
anywhere else in Malawi: mountain yellow warbler,  
chirping cisticola, wing-snapping cisticola and mountain 
marsh widowbird.

 South Luangwa National Park 
458 species

Because of abundant game, the area is a stronghold for 
yellow-billed and red-billed oxpeckers. There are also 
large numbers of raptors and vultures. Gamebirds such as  
helmeted guineafowl, Swainson’s and red-necked  
spurfowl are common. Along the river are hadeda,  
Egyptian goose, white-faced whistling duck, water thick-
knee, white-fronted sand plover, white-crowned lapwing 
and pied kingfisher whilst African skimmers breed on 
some of the sand bars. In the late dry season, large  

colonies of southern carmine bee-eaters breed in the sand 
cliffs along with Horus swift, white-fronted bee-eaters 
and African sand martin. In the riparian forest are western 
banded snake eagles and Pel’s fishing owl. Large numbers 
of water birds are attracted to the oxbows and particularly 
large concentrations occur as fish are trapped in drying 
pools, where also are found characteristic birds such as 
white pelican, great white egret, saddle-billed stork,  
marabou stork and African fish eagle. Many water birds 
breed during the rains when water levels are high. There 
is a yellow-billed stork colony in the Nsefu sector. The salt  
pan nearby attracts good numbers of grey crowned crane 
and painted snipe. Mopane birds include: red billed 
hornbill, southern grey-headed sparrow and white-browed 
sparrow weaver. The scarce mottled spinetail is closely 
associated with baobab trees. Bat-like (Böhm’s) spinetail 
are distributed more widely. Many migrants visit during the 
rains including dwarf bitten and lesser gallinule around 
the seasonal pools, Senegal (woodland) kingfisher and 
broad-billed roller in the woodlands, and cardinal quelea 
in areas of tall grass. The area around Kabvumbu pans 
holds white-backed duck, blue quail, African water rail 
and parasitic weavers. Several areas along the western 
boundary hold about 20 species not found in the rest of the 
Park. Many of these are Zambezian endemics. These include 
miombo birds such as red-capped crombec, Sousa’s shrike 
and bar-winged weaver as well as forest species such as 
eastern forest warbler, Laura’s warbler and black-bellied 
seedcracker.

 Lukusuzi National Park 
210 species

This is one of the few areas in Zambia where the  
olive-headed weaver is found. It is localised since it depends 
on significant amounts of lichen. There are white-winged 
starling, racket-tailed roller, pale-billed hornbill, miombo 
pied barbet, little spotted (green-backed) woodpecker,  
miomborock thrush, central (miombo) bearded scrub  
robin, red-capped crombec, yellow-bellied hyliota, 
Böhm’s flycatcher, rufous-bellied tit, spotted creeper, 
violet-backed sunbird, miombo double-collared sunbird, 
Sousa’s shrike, chestnut-mantled sparrow weaver and 
black-eared seed eater. African black duck and half- 
collared kingfisher are common along the streams.  
Mocking chat are found on the hills.

 Mafinga Mountains
144 species

Several species only occur in Zambia’s Mafinga Mountains. 
These include yellow-throated warbler and Cabanis’ 
greenbul. Silvery-cheeked hornbills occur more regularly 
here than at any other Zambian site.Typical forest birds 
include African olive pigeon, cinnamon dove, bar-tailed 
trogon, moustached green tinkerbird, eastern mountain 
greenbul, yellow-streaked bulbul, olive thrush, 
white-chested alethe, chestnut-headed apalis, Cape batis, 
white-tailed crested flycatcher, eastern double-collared  
sunbird and multi- coloured bushshrike. Birds along the 
forest edge and in the shrub layer include Hildebrandt’s 
francolin, mountain nightjar, Cape robin, slaty flycatcher, 

Birding hotspots

Mutinondo
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 Kasungu National Park
370 species

The vegetation consists mainly of tall miombo woodland, 
locally mixed with Combretum and Terminalia. The wood-
lands are dissected by a network of grassy, seasonally 
flooded dambos which drain into the major rivers of the 
Park. A few bare inselbergs rise above the woodland in 
the west. The Park was recognised as an Important Bird 
and Biodiversity Area (IBA) in 2001 because of significant 
numbers of key species: wattled crane, pale-billed hornbill, 
racket-tailed roller, Whyte’s barbet, miombo pied  
barbet, Dickinson’s kestrel, Souza’s shrike, miombo tit,  
rufous-bellied tit, red-capped crombec, Stierling’s 
wren-warbler, Kurrichane thrush, miombo scrub-robin, 
Böhm’s flycatcher, miombo rock thrush, Arnot’s chat, 
Anchieta’s sunbird, Shelley’s sunbird, eastern miombo 
sunbird, chestnut-backed sparrow-weaver, broad-tailed 
paradise whydah, black-eared seedeater and olive-headed 
weaver. Pallid harriers are uncommon winter visitors whilst 
lesser kestrels on passage are sometimes seen feeding over 
the grasslands. 

  Vwaza Marsh Wildlife Reserve 
341 species

This Park is rarely visited because of rough roads, difficult 
terrain and its relative inaccessibility. It is characterised by 
mopane and miombo woodland and marshy wetlands, 
which attract a significant number of birds to the Park, so 
a visit is worthwhile. With 341 species recorded, Vwaza 
Marsh offers great bird-watching opportunities. Lake Kazini 
is an excellent place to look for water-associated birds, 
including ducks, storks, egrets and herons. Osprey, 
fish eagle and palm-nut vulture are regularly seen around 
the lake. The very localised white-winged babbling starling 
is a resident in the Park and can be found in the wood-
land around the camp. A guided walk to the lake is 
recommended to see some of the waders (shorebirds). 
Other species common to the miombo landscapes of the 
TFCA are: African grey hornbill, babbling starling (NE), 
Bennett’s woodpecker, black-collared barbet, Böhm’s 
flycatcher, Carp’s tit, chestnut-backed sparrow-weaver, 
golden-breasted bunting, greater honeyguide, green-
backed (little spotted) woodpecker, grey-headed bush 
shrike, Meyer’s parrot, purple-crested turaco, rufous- 
bellied tit, Senegal (lesser black-winged) lapwing,  
Swainson’s spurfowl and white-breasted cuckoo-shrike. 

 Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve 
280 species

Nkhotakota’s diverse vegetation from wetlands, through 
miombo woodland, riverine forest and a small patch of 
mid-altitude forest on the imposing Mt. Chitapa, makes 
the reserve a great birding destination with 289 recorded 
species. There are waterfowl, a wide range of herons,  
African finfoot, kingfishers such as the half-collared  
kingfisher. Look out for raptors, such as the extremely rare 
Taita falcon, palm-nut vultures, martial eagles, Pel’s fishing 
owl. There are collared palm thrush in the drier scrub 
savanna and in the woodland, miombo pied barbets, 
pale-billed hornbill, broad-billed roller, Chapin’s apalis 
and  Anchieta’s sunbird. The evergreen forest on Mount 
Chipata has its own specials, such as bar-tailed trogon, 
trumpeter hornbill, African broadbill, white-starred robin, 
moustached green tinkerbird, grey-olive greenbul and  
bar-tailed turaco. 

African comb duck (Sarkidiornis 
melanotos) lay 7-15 eggs in tree 
cavities or long grass

Mwaleshi River
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Starlight Express
Many people, particularly the younger generation, have never  

seen a sky glittering with thousands of stars, looked into the Milky Way 
and the centre of our galaxy, or watched shooting stars burning trails  

across the sky. This is your opportunity!

MALAWI
CONTACT US

Department of Tourism , Tourism House, 
Off Convention Drive , Private Bag 326 

Lilongwe, City Centre Malawi, Africa

Info@visitmalawi.mw

+265 1 775 499
+265 984 222 272 (WhatsApp Only)

ZAMBIA
CONTACT US
Department of Tourism, 
Abacus House, 
Kabelenga Road, Lusaka, Africa

info@zambia.travel 

+260 211 229087


