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A historic agreement between the govern-
ment of Mozambique, Joaquim Chissano 
Foundation and Peace Parks Foundation will 
strengthen Mozambique’s efforts to combat 
wildlife crime by supporting the develop-
ment of dedicated anti-poaching operations 
in and around Limpopo National Park, an 
integral component of the Great Limpopo 
Transfrontier Park and Conservation Area. 
 
The project implementation contracts signed 
in Maputo today  follow on the memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between Mozambique 
and South Africa’s Department of Environmen-
tal Affairs in the field of biodiversity, conserva-
tion and management, signed on 19 April 
2014. The Department of Environmental Af-
fairs chairs the Rhino Protection Programme 
Steering Committee, which also includes 
South African National Parks, Ezemvelo KZN 
Wildlife and Peace Parks Foundation. 
 
As part of the agreement, Peace Parks Foun-
dation will be investing R30 million and offer-
ing material support and assistance to aug-
ment Mozambique’s anti-poaching efforts.   
 
The financial investment is made possible by 
and forms part of the €15.4 million Dutch and 
Swedish postcode lotteries grants allocated to 
Peace Parks Foundation’s Rhino Protection 
Programme earlier this year. The grants are 
enabling the launching of a number of initia-
tives aimed at identifying and implementing 
ways to protect rhino from poaching and the 
agreements signed today are practical exam-
ples of the  inroads being made. 

Says Dr Bartolomeu Soto, Director-General of 
the National Administration for Conservation 
Areas: “Given the transnational nature of 
wildlife crime, agreements such as these play 
a crucial role in combatting organised wildlife 
crime operations, as countries are able to 
jointly counter the onslaught across national 
borders. It also helps them to work towards 
harmonising policies and legislation.” 
 
Wildlife Crime is the fourth largest illegal activ-
ity in the world after drug trafficking, counter-
feiting and human trafficking with an annual 
turnover of at least $US19 billion. It is decimat-
ing Africa’s iconic species of elephant, rhino, 
lion and leopard and threatening the very 
existence of Africa’s protected areas where 
tourism is a major GDP contributor. 
 
Mr Werner Myburgh, Peace Parks Foundation 
CEO explains that the agreements will see 
current efforts to combat wildlife crime in 
and around the Great Limpopo Transfrontier 

Park and Conservation Area being expanded, 
with effectively more efforts on multiple 
fronts. “Many of the actions will be taken 
jointly by Mozambique and South Africa. 
Wildlife crime is often transnational by na-
ture and transfrontier conservation areas and 
agreements such as these signed today, offer 
an important platform to counter the deci-
mation of our protected species.” 
 
The project makes provision for the upgrad-
ing of field communications technology used 
by rangers, as well as a shared radio commu-
nications systems across the international 
border. The agreement further includes 
providing training and equipment to rangers 
and improving rangers’ working conditions in 
Limpopo National Park, which abuts Kruger 
National Park. Together the two parks form a 
core component of the Great Limpopo Trans-
frontier Park.  
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An essential component of this project en-
tails supporting the judicial system in Mozam-
bique to effectively implement the new Con-
servation Areas Act that will bring about 
much stiffer penalties for anyone involved in 
illicit wildlife product trafficking. 
 
Cooperation with the Mozambican govern-
ment will also be extended via Peace Parks 
Foundation’s partnership with the Joaquim 
Chissano Foundation’s Wildlife Preservation 
Initiative. This includes launching an anti-
poaching and counter-trafficking programme 
and the deployment of sniffer dogs on traffick-
ing routes. A noteworthy element of this pro-
gramme is the establishment of research ca-
pabilities in Mozambique to support the effec-
tiveness of the programme and policy making. 
 
Dr Leonardo S. Simão, Executive Director of 
the Joaquim Chissano Foundation says:   
“Combatting a US$19 billion industry, which is 
the illegal wildlife trade, will require all con-
cerned parties across the world to unite their 
efforts. We thank the lotteries for assisting us 
to bolster our efforts in Mozambique.” 
 
Mr Carvalho Muária, the Mozambican Minister 
of Tourism says: “Wildlife crime is having a 
detrimental effect not only on our beautiful 
wildlife, but also on communities’ sustaina-
ble development, on tourism and on the 
security and economies of African nations. It 
is only through joint efforts such as these that 
we will combat  it effectively.” 
   
For updates on projects related to the Peace 
Parks Foundation’s Rhino Protection Pro-
gramme, visit the website. 
 
 
 
 

For further information, contact:  
 
Dr Bartolomeu Soto 
Director-General, ANAC 
Tel: +258 21 341 809  
Email: bsoto@tvcabo.co.mz 
 
Irma Engelbrecht 
Communications Manager  
Peace Parks Foundation 
Tel: +27 (0)21 880 5116 
Email: iengelbrecht@ppf.org.za 
 

 
 
Dr Leonardo S. Simão  
CEO, Joaquim Chissano Foundation 
Tel:+258 21 484 048  
Email l.simao@fjchissano.org.mz 
 
 
 

Dr Leonardo S. Simão and Mr Werner Myburgh shake hands on the project                      
implementation contract 

Minister Carvalho Muária and Mr Werner Myburgh at today’s signing ceremony 

http://www.peaceparks.org/story.php?pid=1021&mid=1414

